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“Now we just heard
a titmouse calling. . . .
Here’s your
chestnut-backed
chickadees right here
in the butterfly bush.”

— LISA MYERS, IN A GARDEN SESSION

' CAMPBELL WOMAN MAKES BIRD-WATCHING FUN
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Lisa Myers' business, Let's Go Birding, helps valley residents identify the feathered creatures
fiitting around their yards — and farther afield. Her instruction includes using bird guides, top.




Lisa Myers
teaches Tom
Garry about
the birds that
ﬂly in his Santa
Clara yard. She
spent part of
the time at the
dining room
table, going
over field
guides. "We

just met today,
ut I'm terribly
excited about
what she's
doing,” Garry
says.
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ness, Sanford & Myers Photo
Graphie, and was in high-tech
sales support for 5% years be-
fore becoming another Silicon
Valley layoff statistic.

She decided it was time to

form her own business, one

that combined tl'frthlgwe of the
environment wi populari-
ty of one of her passions: bird-
ing. It's the fastest out-
dmr recreational activity in the
United States, according to the
National on Recreation
and the Environment, with
more than 46 million birding
enthusiasts.
There are plenty of begin-
tehing classes for
cmﬁfdnen, but Myars who has

for the past four
ars m;ﬂmdubnn societ-

reahmdthere were few op-
twns for adults who wanted to
become hirders,

“I try to create a non-intimi-
dating environment where peo-
ple can learn and have a great
time,” she said.

As she states on her W

ing.com: “If you ever have
wanted to learn about bird-
watching but were afraid to
acl, this is a oonmer&"iﬁnt and
easy way to get starte
Myers charges $75 for a two-
hour private home visit. She al-
s0 arranges group birdi ips
— at $25 to $35 — available to
ne who signs up as well as
private outings.
a private session with
Tom Garry at his Santa Clara
home last week, Myers spent
Efrrtds of the time identifying
itds in the vard and part at
the dining room table, going
over field guides with Garry.
“We just met today, but I'm
terribly  excited about what
she's doing” said Garry, who
found out about Let's Go Bird-
ing from his wife, who had tak-
en one of M}fers' beginning

birding classes.

“She's ionate  about
what she does, and it's infec-
tious,” Garry said.

On a bright sunmy morning
with Myers, Garry learned he
had a family of Bewick's wrens,
some California towhees, serub
invs, Anna’s hummingbirds and

house sparrows all cavorting in
his yard.

And those were just the ones
they saw right away.

“Now we just heard a tit-
mouse calling” Myers said.
And, “here’s your chestnut-
backed chickadees right here in
the butterfly bush, gleaning
bugs off the leaves.”

She also spotted the mother
wren land on a limb with a
Worm.

“Here’s an example of what

iz all about” she said.
“The acult lands here with &
big old worm in its mouth and
one baby came from here, one
came from over there, 20 you
must have a nest of Bewick's
wrens,”

Her clients credit Myers with

reat =kill in locating birds for

1em to see,

“] think I was spoiled by go-
ing out with Li=a first,” said Pat
Bitton, viee president of inter-
national business for PestPa-
trol, who hag been on several
different kinds of birding trips.
“What [ appreciate about Lisa
is the time she takes to make

aure evervhody on the trip eéts

to see the bird."

On an April trip to Mines
Road/Del Puerto Canyon in Al-
ameda and Santa Clara coun-
ties, Myers and her clients
started e?ﬁr day !:r:.rthﬁnding 8
golden e nest with parents
and two chicks and ending it
with the singing of a western
meadowlark. The group identi-
fied 60 species on that trip, i
cluding the beautiful lazuli
ting and a yellow-billed ma

On a trip May 3 to
Rock County Park, Myers and
her group saw an American
kestrel visiting nestlings inside
a dead palm tree and had a
“fantastic view of an ‘invisible’
great horned owl standing
guard over its young.”

COne of her favorite outings
was a trip to the Central Valley
to see sandhill cranes.

“Thousands and thousands
of sandhill cranes flew over us
during a crimson red sunset,”
she said. “It was like we saw
God.”

Contact Linda Goldston at
[poldston@mercuryneius.com or
{208) 9205862,




